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PARISH POLICY FOR THE CELEBRATION OF


THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM





	Persons wishing to baptize a child at this parish should abide by the following policy, which is based on the Universal Catholic Church law and the SYNODAL LEGISLATION OF THE DIOCESE OF BROWNSVILLE, promulgated and published on August 22nd, 2006, by the Diocesan Bishop, for the celebration of the Sacraments (especially Baptism) at all catholic churches in the Diocese of Brownsville of the Rio Grande Valley.





The process begins at our parish office.  Parents or legal guardians need to first obtain a copy of this Policy for the Sacrament of Baptism and the proper application forms for parents/legal guardians and godparents, which need to be completed in full, before requesting to baptize their child/ren at this parish.  The completed request to baptize at this parish, together with the other required documentation, need to be brought to the parish office at least two weeks before the intended Baptismal Preparation Classes, which are normally offered for all parishioners of this parish, one weekend of the baptism month assigned, from 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. (January, April, September), except during Lent and Holy Week.





The Baptismal Preparation Classes are mandatory for all parents and godparents, and they are offered, at this parish, for parishioners or registered members of this parish only.  Let’s remember that, in general, all parishes are territorial (Canon 518).  We automatically belong to a parish by our domicile or, as an exception to the law, by registration, at least for the last six months (regular attendance to Mass and participation at a specific parish).  The Baptismal Preparation Classes at this parish are offered in English and/or Spanish.  All parents and sponsors of our parish need to attend and complete the class (of three hours) before their child may be scheduled to be baptized.  Children need not attend the classes.





The documentation that needs to be presented at the parish office: 1.- the child’s (original and valid) Birth Certificate, 2.- the official Parents/Legal Guardian’s Request for Baptism, and 3.- the intended godparents/sponsors’ proper documentation: a.-The Letter of Presentation, issued and signed by the proper pastor of each godparent/sponsor (all Letters of Presentation and Permission should state the fact that the godparent is: first, a practicing catholic = attending Mass regularly, and secondly, in good standing with the Catholic Church = married by the Catholic Church, and b.- A Certificate of Attendance and Completion of the two Baptismal Preparation Classes for each godparent/sponsor, which will be issued by the their proper pastor, and 4.- a $50.00 donation (per child) to offset the Baptismal Preparation Classes, celebration materials, and documentation.  All documents need to be in their original form and without alteration (no copies).





	Baptisms are celebrated, at this parish, either Saturday at 5:30 p.m. (English) or Sunday at 8:00 a.m. (Spanish) (January, April, September) during the Sunday Masses.





All Parents/legal guardians and godparents from another parish need to get their documentation, attend the Baptismal Preparation Classes, and obtain a written permission to baptize at this parish from their roper pastor, at their proper parish, before their petition for Baptism may be accepted at this parish.  Parents from another parish and wishing to baptize at this parish need to first contact the pastor of this parish (S.F.X.) in order to obtain information and the permission to baptize their child/ren at this parish (before obtaining any documentation, attending the Baptismal Preparation Classes or getting permission from their proper pastor to baptize at this parish).  Please notice that the pastor of this parish (S.FX.) may grant or deny such permission, after listening and evaluating the particular reason/s presented by the parents or legal guardians.  Such reason/s need to be legitimate and reasonable.  After obtaining this special written permission from the S.F.X. pastor, the process will begin, as mentioned above, with the written permission from the parent/s’ proper pastor, to baptize at this parish, and after obtaining the documentation and attending/completing their Baptismal Preparation Classes at their parish.





	This policy also applies to all members of this parish when requesting permission to baptize their child, or be godparents at another parish.  Therefore, parents or legal guardians and intended godparents/sponsors of this parish need to attend and complete the two classes here, before such permissions, letters or certificates may be issued.





Qualifications to be a godparent/sponsor for the Sacrament of Baptism.  According to the norms of the Catholic Church and the diocesan policies, all godparents must be practicing Catholics, who have received the three Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Communion), and, if married, they should be married by the Catholic Church.  In addition, they should be an example of faith and Christian living for their godchild, practicing their faith, and attending Mass regularly.  Only one godparent is necessary for Baptism.  However, there may be two godparents per child, possibly one male and one female.  Parents to their children or spouse to their spouse (or fiancés) cannot be sponsors for the Sacrament of Baptism.








